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I was a school librarian for eight years, and one of my jobs was having weekly 
storytimes with children ages 3-5. These young children had a love for books, and 
it always made me smile to see them racing to the library for storytime. When it 
was time to borrow books, most children wanted books about princesses, dump 
trucks or dinosaurs. However once children discovered series, they became 
obsessed with reading all the books about their favorite characters. I became 

obsessed, too, and each year, I ordered more and more books from many popular children’s series, and 
they were always checked out.   
 
Allowing children to follow their reading interests is a wonderful way to ensure they develop print 
motivation, a love and appreciation of books. Print motivation will help children want to learn how to 
read. Once children have this positive attitude, you can easily help them develop essential early literacy 
skills – background knowledge, vocabulary, print awareness, letter knowledge and phonological 
awareness – that will help them become capable readers and writers.  
 

-written by Renee Edwards, Early Literacy Outreach Manager  

Baby Owl series by Jonathan Allen 
 
Depicting a cute owlet through simple cartoons, 
this series covers some fears and feelings that 
many young children have in a humorous and 
engaging way. 
 
Library titles in series: 
 

I’m Not Cute! 
I’m Not Reading! 
I’m Not Ready! 
I’m Not Scared! 
I’m Not Sleepy! 
 

Best Behavior series  
by Elizabeth Verdick 

 
These board books use simple words and colorful 
illustrations to give instructions on how body 
parts and other things should and shouldn’t be 
used, encouraging toddlers’ and preschoolers’ 
best behavior. 
 
Library titles in series: 
 

Feet Are Not for Kicking 
Tails Are Not for Pulling 
Teeth Are Not for Biting 
Words Are Not for Hurting 
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Find these books and many others at your neighborhood library branch.  
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Froggy series by Jonathan London 
 
With exaggerated humor, this series features 
everyday life experiences that young children can 
relate to starring the lovable main character, 
Froggy. 
 
Some library titles in series: 
 
Froggy’s Day with Dad 
Froggy Gets a Doggy 
Froggy Gets Dressed  
Froggy Goes to Camp 
Froggy Goes to Hawaii 
Froggy Learns to Swim 
Froggy Plays T-Ball 
Froggy Rides a Bike 
 
 

How Do Dinosaurs...? series  
by Jane Yolen 

 
This series covers a wide range of topics including 
feelings, colors and bedtime using two preschool 

favorites – humor and dinosaurs. 
 
Some library titles in series: 
 

How Do Dinosaurs… 
 

Eat Their Food? 
Go to School? 
Go Up and Down? 
Laugh Out Loud? 
Learn Their Colors? 
Love Their Dogs? 
Say Goodnight? 
Say I Love You? 
Say I’m Mad? 
 

Some titles are available in Spanish and in board 
book format. 

 

 

Llama Llama series by Anna Dewdney 
 
This series depicts everyday challenges young 
children face using rhyming words and a lovable 
llama. 
 
Some library titles in series: 
 
Llama Llama and the Bully Goat 
Llama Llama, Time to Share 
Llama Llama Home with Mama 
Llama Llama Misses Mama 
Llama Llama, Red Pajama  
Llama Llama Mad at Mama 
Llama Llama, Nighty-Night 
 
-series books compiled by Trinity Edwards, Early Literacy Assistant  
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Summer Reading Program  
Starts June 19 

 
This summer, don’t forget to bring 
your children to the public library to 
borrow books and to attend 
storytime programs. These activities 
will help them remember the skills 
they learned in their child care 
centers or Head Start classrooms.  
 

Participating in Fairfax County Public Library’s 
Summer Reading Program is another great 
way to encourage recreational 
reading during the summer. When 
preschoolers read, or have someone 
read 15 books to them, they will 
receive a coupon booklet full of free 
and discounted prizes. The Summer 
Reading Program runs from June 19 
to September 5.  
  
Visit your neighborhood library for more 
information about summer reading activities. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library

